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Introduction

The subject of domestic violence is not new. Many sci-
entists at one time or another have studied various as-
pects of this phenomenon. Time changes - social rela-
tions change, including the object, subject and purpose
of the study. Thus, the subject of domestic violence re-
mains relevant. In addition, the proportion of scientific
research in this area is increasing, which seems to be
mainly explained by the introduction of amendments to
legal acts, and the change in the consciousness of victims
of these offences - previously, speaking about domestic
violence was shameful and scary for victims, this subject
remained in the shadows, was not sufficiently covered.

The relevance of this study is conditioned upon
the modification of the criminological nature of perpe-
trators of domestic violence, which causes foreign policy
and socio-economic changes in Ukraine and specifically
in the world. The legal literature rightly notes that the
measures to prevent and combat domestic violence are
based on the person who committed it, this is a specific
“starting point” in the study in general.

The issue is especially relevant due to “COVID-19
quarantine restrictions” [1-3]. Thus, even though social
isolation is not the cause of domestic violence, its role
as an additional factor in the growth of domestic violence
is undeniable [4-6].

The issue of the perpetrator of domestic violence
has been studied by several authors. Thus, the study
analysed the Ukrainian dissertations of O. Bespal [7],
M. Kuznetsov [8], N. Lishchuk [9], U. Mytnyk [10] and
others) and scientific research of recent years.

Exploring the issue of socio-demographic fea-
tures of the perpetrators of domestic violence, O. Bespal
notes that such violence is mainly committed by men,
middle-aged (the age group is mainly men from 30 to
49 years), living in rural areas, and the so-called “civil”
(unregistered) marriage and have a complete secondary
education. The study performed by O. Bespal allowed
for exploring the determinants of domestic violence,
which together allows the development of the main
“measures to prevent domestic violence against life and
health of children” [11, p. 163]. In addition, the author
of another publication analysed the specific features of
the criminological characteristics of the perpetrators of
such violence. It notes that such persons are described
by the following criminal and legal features: recidivism
of the person’s behaviour (most of them have committed
administrative offences before committing domestic
violence), in 96.7% of cases they are committed alone,
often committed in a state of intoxication (every third
crime) [12].

U. Mytnyk, in his research, summarising the
features of such a person, lists similar to the above
and indicates that he “has a distorted social conscious-
ness, low level of social skills, emotional intelligence,
mostly was a victim or witness of domestic violence in
childhood” [13, p. 143].

However, despite the thorough research of the
analysed issues, considering the current conditions, its
socio-demographic and moral-psychological properties
appear to be insufficiently studied.

For a more thorough and precise study, statistics
have been analysed on the main features of perpetra-
tors of domestic violence, the number and “quality” of
which have changed in recent years, which again high-
lights the relevance of the subject of the study.

The purpose of the study is to clarify the main
criminological features of a person who committed do-
mestic violence.

General features of the subject of domestic violence:
Normative and doctrinal approaches

The activation of the legislator to improve the legal
regulation of domestic violence indicates, on the one
hand, the imperfection of legal acts and, on the other -
the significance and relevance of this issue.

The system of legal regulation of this issue includes
the Law of Ukraine “On Preventing and Combating Do-
mestic Violence”, adopted on 7 December 2017 [14],
in the same year the Criminal Code of Ukraine (here-
inafter - the CCU) was supplemented by Article 126-1
“Domestic Violence” [15], and in 2020 the Presidential
Decree “On Urgent Measures to Prevent and Combat
Domestic Violence, Gender-Based Violence, Protection of
the Rights of Victims of Such Violence” was adopted [16].
Such an offence is provided for in Article 173-2 of the
Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offenses (hereinaf-
ter - CAO) [17; 18, p. 127].

Thus, according to Article 126-1 of the CC of
Ukraine “the subject of the crime is a specific one (a
spouse or ex-spouse or another person, who is in family
or close relations). The family consists of persons who
live together, are connected by common life, have mu-
tual rights and obligations ... . Close persons - persons
who live together, are connected by common life and
have mutual rights and obligations ..., including persons
who live together but are not married”. In addition,
this list includes some persons (“husband, wife, father,
mother, stepfather, stepmother, son, daughter..”, etc.),
regardless of the conditions mentioned above [19].

Thus, one of the features that define a person
who commits domestic violence is the intentional com-
mission of socially dangerous unlawful acts against a
specific subject, as provided for by the CCU.

The so-called “criminal-legal” block of signs of a
person who committed domestic violence includes data
on the person’s previous convictions, time spent in pen-
itentiary institutions, crimes for which the person was
previously convicted, punishments received by a court
sentence, the purpose of committing domestic violence
and the motivational field [20, p. 249]; “the composition of
the crime, the degree of severity, the motivation of crimi-
nal behaviour” [21, p. 35], etc. Consider some of them.
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In several studies conducted by criminologists,
it was identified that in a significant number of cases
there is a recurrence of the perpetrator’s behaviour, as,
by the time the crime (domestic violence) was commit-
ted, administrative offences were committed concern-
ing such violence [22, p. 46]. Thus, Article 173-2 of the
CAO provides for liability for committing domestic vi-
olence, the subject of this offence is “a person who has
reached the age of 16 and who has committed violence
against a member of their family” [17].

B. Holovkin rightly notes, “that a part of the of-
fences does not find an appropriate legal assessment”.
The reasons for this are: defective legal acts, the reluctance
of victims of domestic violence to bring offenders to jus-
tice, lack of active actions (passivity) of some law enforce-
ment officers to investigate offences, etc.” [22, p. 46]. It,
in the author’s opinion, explains the biased statistics of
domestic violence, the number of such crimes is much
higher. Currently, however, the situation with the real-
ism of statistics on domestic violence is improving, in
particular, due to the amendments and additions to legal
acts. The number of appeals for domestic violence in
2021 increased by 45% compared to last year [23].

Regarding the recurrence of the crime in question,
in 2020, 34% of people were previously convicted of
various types of crimes [20, p. 249]. After analysing the
data of the Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine for
2021-2022, it can be stated that approximately 28% of
“perpetrators of domestic violence have previously com-
mitted crimes” [24]. It indicates both unlawful, and
disrespectful to the family behaviour of the subject,
and the inefficiency of the system of punishment for
domestic violence, it seems that it should be modified.
In this case, preventive conversations (increasing their
number and improving their quality), in particular with
a psychologist, to overcome anger and aggression will
help. Notably, stricter sanctions for criminals should be
considered, especially if this person has a history of
medium and serious crimes.

Another feature is that such crimes are mostly
committed by one person [12, p. 26; 24], and often under
the influence of alcohol or drugs [24].

The legal literature states that “in its content,
the motivation of a crime is a specific synthesis of the
interaction of internal (person) and external (social en-
vironment) factors, which results in the establishment,
development and implementation of the motive of the
crime”. Yu. Lymarenko notes that there are no pure mo-
tives in committing domestic violence. The first place
among such motives is revenge (44.6%), combined with
hooliganism. Revenge, in the case of domestic violence
and, for example, in the case of intentional murder or
bodily harm, manifests itself in different ways. “Most of the
convicts who avenged their relatives for the ‘insult’ acted
almost immediately after the ‘offensive’ actions of the vic-
tims.” The next motive by the number of cases (29.1%)
is contempt. The reasons for disrespectful attitudes to-
wards close persons include: “the wife’s long-term stay
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on vacation (for example, maternity leave) and her min-
imal socialisation; the offender’s confidence that he is at
a higher social level than the victim; the helpless state
of the victim due to physical disabilities; hostility after
divorce, etc.” [20, p. 250].

Therefore, the criminal and legal features of the
perpetrators of domestic violence are only one of its
features, as the analysed phenomenon is complex and
intersectoral. Thus, the criminological study of a per-
son committing domestic violence will be incomplete
without clarifying its psychological, and sociological
features and disclosing the nature of this phenomenon.

Thus, V. Romanov notes that legal psychology
studies a broader set of features of the personality (person)
of an offender than the system of “socio-demographic,
socio-role, socio-psychological traits” that are somehow
related to criminal offences), namely: it analyses both
psychological aspects and the physical essence of the in-
dividual and age features, “mental attitude ability”, de-
fined properties of functional-role nature, for example,
the position occupied by the person, exclusive duties or
specific attitude towards the victim, besides, a complex
psychological characteristic of the subject of crime is
performed, including their intellectual, emotional-voli-
tional and other qualities [9, p. 83-84]. Therefore, the
author shares the opinion of the majority of Ukrainian
scientists on the identification of socio-demographic and
moral and psychological properties of a person who
committed domestic violence [9, p. 86, 246; 1, p. 97].

Socio-demographic features of the perpetrator of
domestic violence

Socio-demographic features are specific to each indi-
vidual, that is, they are common, and, therefore, — do
not have criminogenic properties. They allow identify-
ing particular individuals. These features of an individual
subject include: “gender (preference for committing
domestic violence by a particular gender), age (special
attention is paid to the correlation of various age cate-
gories to the mass of crime, juvenile delinquency), level
of education (secondary, higher), occupation (profession,
place of work), length of service, marital status (married
or not, presence of children), place of residence” [17,
p. 33-38; 1, p. 100].

The number of men (by gender) prevails in the
proportion of perpetrators of domestic violence. Thus, from
2013 to0 2017, 91.2% of men were registered for domes-
tic violence, while the proportion of women is only 8.8%
(according to official statistics). Instead, in 2020, the
proportion of men committing domestic violence was
79.7%, while only 20.3% were women [20, p. 248]. In
2021, 80% and 20% respectively [25]. A conclusion can
be drawn about the increase in the number of women
committing domestic violence, which can primarily be
explained on the one hand by the increase in criminal
behaviour among women due to the difficult socio-eco-
nomic and political situation in the state (economic cri-
sis, war, coronavirus), lack of necessary earnings and as
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a result, the disruption of family members, and on the
other hand by emancipation processes (in its adverse
meaning). B. Holovkin notes in this regard that “in the
current time, female immorality is progressing, which
is manifested in sexual debauchery, drunkenness, and
domestic untidiness. Some women become rude, cruel
and aggressive” [22, p. 40].

In terms of age, the highest rate of perpetrators
of domestic violence in Ukraine falls in the middle age -
35-39 years (22.3%) and 40-44 years (21.3%). In the
literature, such statistics are explained by the fact that
this age is the maximum in the development of a person
in all spheres of life. A person under 35 actively develops
a career, starts a family, makes plans and tries to achieve
them. Such a period can become a crisis as a person
evaluates their previous achievements [20, p. 246-247].
This tendency continues today.

Similar conclusions about the dependence of
domestic violence rates on age can be found in the
works of foreign scientists. In addition, the age of men
who most often commit domestic violence is relatively
lower (up to 30 years) [26, p. 1270].

Notably, offenders adopt the model of behaviour
in the family that they observed in childhood. Most
perpetrators of domestic violence suffered from it as
a child. Thus, according to an Amnesty International
survey, 65% of men in Ukraine suffered from domes-
tic violence as children [27]. Similar conclusions were
reached by some foreign scientists studying domestic
violence in other countries [6].

In addition, the level of education affects the
development of a person, in particular, according to so-
ciological studies cited in the legal literature, 44.7% of
criminals who committed this crime had a complete sec-
ondary education, 29.5% of them had special education,
19% had incomplete secondary education, 5% of offend-
ers had higher education, the rest (1.8%) had primary
education or no education [7, p. 100]. Similar indicators
are given by Yu. Lymarenko and A. Blaha [20, p. 248].

The fact that the level of education affects the
indicators of domestic violence is noted by foreign sci-
entists. However, the dynamics are somewhat different.
For example, a study conducted in Indonesia found that
women whose husbands/partners had primary/sec-
ondary education were more frequently experiencing
violence than those whose husbands/partners had no
education [26].

The socio-demographic characteristics of the of-
fender include: their place of residence, and the environ-
ment of the offender, which has a significant impact on
the development of their personality, and the acquisition
of skills that the individual uses in everyday and family
life. In addition, clarification of the course of a person’s
behaviour in a conflict situation is implemented by iden-
tifying the features inherent in rural and urban areas.
According to the results of the study of Y. Lymarenko,
74.7% of perpetrators of domestic violence are resi-
dents of cities, and 25.3% - are persons living in rural

areas. She explains this distribution by the fact that in a
big city, in which a significant proportion of apartment
buildings are located, residents are partly unfamiliar
with each other, thus, perpetrators of domestic vio-
lence expect that neighbours will not call the police,
considering family quarrels and fights as someone
else’s business that does not concern them. In rural
areas, as a rule, everyone knows each other, which is a
constraint for domestic violence, or residents carefully
hide it [20, p. 248].

As for the marital status of perpetrators of do-
mestic violence, about 40% of them are in an unregis-
tered marriage. In addition, Yu. Lymarenko identified
that “only 28% of offenders grew up in a full family, 3%
were raised in an orphanage, and others were raised by
their mother or grandparents only. 17.4% were raised in
a worker’s family, 2.9% in an employee’s family, and the
other 79.7% were supported by temporary part-time
jobs and did not have a permanent job. 20% of those
convicted were from families where alcohol abuse and
using violence to settle family matters were standard
practices in everyday life. 16.5% were the only children
in the family, 7.7% were families with many children
(families with three or more children)” [20, p. 247].

Thus, it can be stated that, for the most part, a
person who has committed domestic violence can be
defined as follows: coming from a dysfunctional family,
with an unstable financial situation and a low level of
culture and education, and bad habits.

Moral and phychological characteristics of the
person who committed domestic violence

Psychological features are among the major and most
significant factors that influence the commission of acts
of a socially dangerous nature by a person, as the choice
of the way of committing it is in correlation with the
specific features of the psychological nature and mental
originality of the offender. The above is manifested in
the “character traits, volitional and emotional qualities,
value and regulatory features of consciousness, the
motivational sphere of criminal behaviour, the state of
the offender at the time of the crime and the mecha-
nism of subsequent criminal actions”. In other words,
the foundation of such forecasting is the personality of
the individual and their previous behaviour [9, p. 83].

Thus, another block of the description of a person
who committed domestic violence is moral and psycho-
logical properties.

A person’s behaviour is influenced by: their mental
state and attitude to reality, demands, interests, worldview
and level of spiritual development, and motivational
aspects, at the same time, the above determines the com-
mission of domestic violence. Thus, the lack of material
and spiritual requirements affects the offender’s dissat-
isfaction. The commission of domestic violence in con-
nection with unsatisfied demands may arise from the
lack of their satisfaction, and this provokes aggression
and discontent in the perpetrator, as a result — the
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commission of domestic violence. Another case of do-
mestic violence is the offender’s failure to provide the
victim with the opportunity to address the demands of
the victim (for example, the offender deprives the child
of food and uses it as a cruel punishment) [28]. Regarding
the mental state, such conditions as “psychopathy, psy-
chopathic state, alcoholism, drug addiction”, and others
can have an impact on the commission of domestic violence.

The behaviour of a person is influenced by legal
consciousness and moral provisions and values. As
known, legal nihilism and other deformations of legal
consciousness can cause the commission of crimes.
Moral provisions are interrelated with legal ones, as in
most cases, a person may be held legally liable for the
violation of the first. However, even if moral provisions
violated by a person are not criminalised, it is the first
step to a criminal future. At first, criminals level moral
provisions, consider themselves higher than the re-
quirements of social relations, and later immoral habits
transform into conflicting, unlawful ones.

When describing the moral and psychological
properties of violent criminals, scientists note that these
are people without strong beliefs and with situational
behaviour. Such people desire to satisfy their aspirations
immediately, regardless of others and social provisions of
communication. They are characterised by “social alien-
ation, low tolerance, anger, egocentrism, etc.” [29, p. 89].

The issue of psychological health is interesting,
considering the issue under study. Thus, if a person has
significant mental disorders, it is no longer possible to
consider the person a criminal, as such a person may be
declared insane by the court. For example, according to
a study by O. Bespal, “86% of perpetrators had no data
on mental disorders; 6.2% were registered for mental dis-
orders (including as a result of substance use); 5.9% had
mental disorders (were not registered) and only 1% had
previously been in a mental health care facility” [7, p. 107].

The propensity of persons with mental disorders
to commit violence against family members is noted by
foreign scientists. However, the general picture is dif-
ferent from that illustrated in the works of Ukrainian
scientists. Thus, T. Labrum and P. Solomon note that
almost half (47%) of all respondents reported that they
were victims of violence committed by their relatives with
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OCHOBHi KpUMiHaJ/IiCTU4YHIi BJIACTUBOCTi 0COOH,
sIKa BYMHAE JOMALIHE HACUJIbCTBO B YKpaiHi

Hapisa AngpiiBHa CTacrok

HanjionasibHUM yHiBepcuTeT 6iopecypciB i IPUPOJOKOPUCTYBaHHA YKpaiHU
03041, By 'epoiB 060ponw, 15, M. KuiB, Ykpaina

AHomayisn

AKTyanbHICTb TEMU JIOC/II/PKEHHST 3yMOBJIEHO 3MiHAMH B CyCITIJIbHUX BiZjHOCHMHAX, MoAudiKaliero KpUMiHO/I0T4HOT
MPUPO/IH OCi6, 0 BAMHUJIM IOMAIIIHE HACUJILCTBO B YKpaiHi,30KpeMa HaK/I1a/Jal0Th BiZIOMTOK 30BHIITHbOTIO/TI TUYHI
Ta coliaJibHO-eKOHOMIYHi 3MiHM B YKpaiHi Ta cBiTi. MeTol0 JoCTikeHHA € 3'ICyBaHHS OCHOBHHUX COI[iaIbHO-
JeMorpadiyHUX Ta MOpPaJbHO-NICUXOJOTIYHUX BJIACTUBOCTEH 0COOM, fiIKa BUMHMJA JOMAIIHE HACHUJIBCTBO.
OCHOBHI MeTO/Y, 1110 BUKOPUCTOBYBAJIACA B CTATTI, — CTPYKTYPHO-CUCTEMHUH, IKUH [1aB MOXJIMBICTb BUSHAYUTH
THUIIOBI BJIaCTUBOCTI 0COGH, 1110 BUMHSIE JOMAILIHE HACUIBCTBO, T CTATUCTUYHUHN METO/, SKUH Z1aB 3MOT'Y BUBYHUTH
eMIiprU4yHy 6a3y, 0 CTaJ0 OJHUM 3 OCHOBHUX /Kepes iHpopMarlil mpo Taky ocoby. ¥ cTaTTi mpoaHasi3oBaHO
KpPUMiHa/IbHO-TIPABOBi BJIACTUBOCTI 0CO6H, 110 3/{HCHIOE JOMalllHE HACHUJIbCTBO. 3ayBa’KEHO, 1110 X04Ya ¥ MeBHa
YacTHHAa IpaBONOPYLIeHb He OTPUMYE HaJIEXKHOI IPAaBOBOI OLIiHKHY, IPOTe B YKpaiHi coCTepiraeTbcsi i IO3UTUBHA
TeHJIeHIIif 10 301IbIIIeHHS PeaiCTUYHOCTI CTATUCTUKHU I110/[0 BUMHEHHS [[UX 3JI0YUHIB. OGIPYHTOBAHO IPOMO3HUIIi 10
110/10 HeoOXiZHOCTI MoAMdiKallii CHCTeMU TOKapaHb, 30KpeMa H/1eThCsI PO BCTAHOBJIEHHS CYBOPILIUX CAHKI[IN 1151
3JI0YMHLiB-PeNUAUBICTIB. Y CTAaTTi 3aPOIIOHOBAHO YacTillle 3aCTOCOBYBATH sIK NMpodimaKkTH4YHI 3axoau Gecijy 3
ncuxosioroM. [IpoanasizoBaHo couiaibHO-AeMorpadiuHi BJaCTUBOCTI 0COOH, sIKa BYHMHSE JJOMAIIHE HACUILCTBO B
YkpaiHi. Ha 0cHOBi cTaTHUCTUYHHUX JJAHHUX 3PO6JIEHO BUCHOBOK PO 36i/bIIeHHS KiIbKOCTI XKiHOK, fIKi 3/1ilICHIOIOTh
JOMaIllHE HAaCUJIbCTBO; 30KpeMa, Lie MOSACHIOETHCH CKJIAJAHOK €KOHOMIKO-IOJIITUYHOK CATYali€l0 B KpaiHi Ta
coliaJIbHUMH ITpoliecaMi. 3ayBaXKeHO, 1110 KPUBJHUKH YCNaIKOBYIOTh KpUMiHa/IbHY NOBE/IHKY CBOIX 6aThKIB (260
OJIHOT'0 3 HHX), M0YAaCTH € BUXIALAMU 3 HEeBGJIAroNnoyYHUX CiMel, 3 HU3bKUM OCBiTHbO-KYJBTYPHUM DiBHEM Ta
CKJIaZJHUM MaTepiabHUM cTaHOBHUIIEeM. [IpoaHa1i30BaHO MOPabHO-IICUXOJIOTIYHI BJIACTUBOCTI 0COOH, IKA BYUHSIE
JIOMaIllHE HACUJIbCTBO B YKpaiHi. 3ayBaxkeHo, 1110 Ha ITOBE/[iIHKY 0COOU BILJIMBAIOTh sIK MOPa/IbHI HOPMMU Ta LiHHOCTI,
TakK i MpaBOCBiOMiCTb, 30KpeMa, KI0 BOHA lepOpPMOBaHa, TO Lie MOXKe 6y TH J0ZaTKOBUM CTUMYJIOM /1151 BYMHEHHS
3J104MHY. [IpakTHYHe 3Ha4eHH L€l CTaTTIi MOJIAra€e B TOMY, 110 ii 0JI0XKeHHS JONOMOXKYTh Y IOAAJIbIINX HAYKOBUX
JOC/IPKeHHSAX 10[0 KPUMIHa/IiCTUYHO-IIPABOBOI XapaKTepPUCTHUKHU JJOMALIHbOI0 HACU/IbCTBA B YKpaiHi, 30KpeMa
ii HaykoBa HOBM3HA MOX€e CTATH IiZIPYHTSAM JIJIsT HOBUX HalNpsIMiB J0OC/ipKeHHS He jnie y cdepi opucnpyeHiii,
aJle M 114 pO3BiJIOK B IHIIMX rajy3dax CyCIJIbHUX HayK
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